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TIME FOR CHANGE

‘The time has come’, the Walrus said, ‘to talk of many things;’ in particular, the need for another one or

more to assume the responsibility of producing this Newsletter.  I have been involved with its production 

since at least September 1996 and circumstances next year will make it difficult for me to continue beyond

the first issue of 2010.  Our very competent Public Relations and Web Editor, Jackie Milton, has volunteered

to oversee the ensuing Newsletters with input from other committee members, but this opens up a 

tremendous opportunity for anyone with the village’s interests at heart to come forward and offer 

their services as Editor.  It also opens up the whole area of format, style, and content to the march of 

electronic advance with ideas, contributions and photos able to be transmitted at the touch of the keyboard.

Anyone with any suggestions please contact Lyn Williams, telephone 834765, or lyn-williams@tiscali.co.uk

Jan Salter and I took on the Newsletter after Christopher Guise had filled the post very competently for 

several years.  Content then would appear, as a guestimate, at about half of that closely printed now, in the

same 4 page A4 format.  Time otherwise might almost have seemed to stand still, though housing totals

have gone stratospheric.  The September 1996 issue gives notice of an October public meeting when the 3 

prospective Parliamentary candidates for the following May’s election would be able to put forward their 

views on Hurstpierpoint’s future.  Plus ca change!  The Deposit Draft of the West Sussex Structure Plan (June 

1996) was evoking ‘urgent and comprehensive objections to many of its conclusions, expressed in a letter,

copies of which were sent to Mr John Gummer, Mr Nicholas Soames and to neighbouring village amenity

societies.’  As our c.1966 policy simply, perhaps baldly, stated ‘we are not opposed to all development

but we do not wish to see Hurst turned into a sprawling mass of ….. housing that might eventually become 

merged with Burgess Hill and Hassocks to make another Crawley’.  The ‘quality of life’ within the county was

then under threat:  ‘areas of tranquillity’ had been reduced!  (with all the electronic and other devices now in 

use to receive and transmit messages, noise and other nuisances, this must have been the last gasp of a 

disappearing age.  (Ed.)  Sustainability was the buzzword, climate change was not yet featuring:  the prime 

concerns were the inward migration to the South East area resulting from its proximity to the Union States 

(E.U.), and population pressures of an expanded workforce if policy changed regarding the use of Gatwick 

Airport.  There did not seem to be a discernible need for another great wodge of housing to be dumped in 

Central Sussex, which is, according to the Draft, almost developed to full capacity!  (Little did we know of 

the subsequent Government’s view of the elasticity of the South East to absorb indefinite millions.  Ed.)

Other items of news gleaned from the Newsletter of September 1996 noted that Mrs Jenny Corney was 

moving to Ditchling.  She, with Mrs Ann Cole, were the last Honorary Secretaries to the Society.  Since then 

we have been very grateful for the professional services of Andrew Hair as Clerk, with all his comprehensive 

knowledge of village life, but if, in the future, there is someone who feels they would be able to fill this 

position in an Honorary capacity, we would be delighted to hear from them.  Harper & Eade’s application to 

transfer their operation to Ubley’s Farm on the A23 had been opposed by the Society, - not allowing light 

industry on a Greenfield site – but passed by MSDC by a very narrow majority.  St George’s Home was being 

closed (no further new residents taken in and present ones had been rehoused) and the long and eventually 

unsuccessful saga of retaining some sort of care home on the site was starting.

On the much more positive side Jan Salter was into the third year of the Hurst Open/Secret Gardens Scheme 

and the total raised over those 3 years for St Catherine’s Hospice was £3,000.  This scheme has gone from 

strength to strength since then and the massive sum of £38,205.14 has been raised through Jan’s tireless 

efforts.  What an achievement!

The Hurst 2000 Committee was actively reviewing elements of village life and preparing for publications and 

an artistic tour de force to celebrate the approaching Millennium.  It will come as little surprise that Traffic 

2000 was not able to produce the ultimate panacea for all the village’s problems!  Mr Turley, Head (then) of 

Traffic Engineering and Road Safety at WSCC was invited to a special meeting to give his opinions on a 

Traffic Questionnaire.  Although impressed he was unable to offer help in drawing up a detailed scheme: 

there had not been sufficient fatalities or reported accidents!  The village was advised to contact a Traffic 

Engineer to take the work forward.  Yes, there was eventual progress in installing a pedestrian crossing and

giving priority to traffic leaving the village at the restriction in the Eastern part of the High Street, before the 

South Avenue intersection; but inconsiderate driving and parking frequently cause substantial traffic jams, 

so little change there.  Some cars and motorcycles released from this frustration then use excessive speed 

up Hassocks Road until brought to a dramatic deceleration at Randidles Corner.  Perhaps there should be a 

roundabout at the Highfield Drive/Tott Lane intersection?

Much greater success for the Hurst 2000 group followed at the Millennium with the production of the Parish 

Map project under the chairmanship of Maxine Tyler.  Many artists painted vignettes of Parish life all 

gloriously combined in the large display now on show behind the Library desk.  The Hurstpierpoint History 

Study Group had brought together several years’ research in the book ‘Hurstpierpoint – Kind and Charitable’. 

Ian Nelson, our invaluable source of local knowledge, oversaw its coming together and printing, aided by a 

substantial grant from the Millennium Festival Award fund to subsidise the price.  Finally the Parish Footpath 

Map was prepared in sections by Prof. Molly Mahood, replacing the map issued in 1986.  This was a 

formidable undertaking eventually successfully concluded and launched in the village library on 27 June 

2001; no small achievement for an octogenarian, and with valuable help in materials and advice given by 

our then chairman, Geoffrey Bowles and Mrs Sue Pendered.  It is available from the Mint House and from our 

Treasurer, Patrick Haworth.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND GREENER HOMES
Back to the present.  ‘The Royal Society, a fellowship of 1400 of the world’s most eminent scientists, 

published a report yesterday’ (Times 2 Sept.), ‘on the feasibility and possible dangers of technologies for 

cooling down the earth, known as geo-engineering.  The ideas include artificial trees that draw CO2 from the 

air and mimicking volcanoes by spraying Sulphate particles a few miles above the earth to deflect the sun’s 

rays.  The most far-fetched would be to launch trillions of small mirrors into space to act as a sun shield.

A far cheaper solution would be a fleet of 1,500 ships that would suck up seawater and spray it out of 

tall funnels to create sun-reflecting clouds.  However, the report said that these clouds could disrupt rainfall

patterns and result in mass starvation in countries dependent on the monsoon.  These and other schemes

were theoretically possible, should be explored but might have unintended (and possibly disastrous) 

consequences; ‘yet we are still’, said Professor John Shepherd, who chaired this panel of 12 scientists, 

‘failing to take the only action that will prevent us from having to rely on them. Geoengineering and its

consequences are the price we have to pay for failure to act on climate change.’  The Government has taken

some hesitant steps to substantiate this danger.  Frosted and standard 100 watt Edison or Swann light

bulbs have been phased out as from 31 July (EU rules) though the mercuryin the compact fluorescent 

replacements will present some hazard in recycling. 

Government energy efficient regulations come into force next spring, producing a rise in the cost of new-

build homes.  (Times 1 Sept.) ‘The Home Builders Federation said that a plan to bring all new homes up to 

the Government’s standards by April 2010 would lead to a rise in prices for buyers in new developments.

The HBF has estimated that this will add about £7,000 to a typical new-build, which costs £157,934 at 

present, according to Nationwide.  Further cost pressures will follow, since the Government plans to bring all 

new homes up to even higher standards of energy efficiency.  By 2016, £30,000 will be added to the cost of 

a new home, the HBF said.  Housebuilders have expressed concern about the impact on affordability of the 

new regulations, which are being introduced under the Government’s Code for Sustainable Homes. 

Homeowners living in newly built homes save an estimated £556 a year on their energy bills, according to 

research by National Energy Services, a company that works with local authorities.  But although fuel bills 

are far cheaper in energy-efficient homes, potential buyers may flinch at the extra upfront cost, especially if 

they are struggling to raise sufficient mortgage finance.’

This will obviously further reduce the number of affordable homes being built from schemes jointly financed 

by local authorities and the HBF.

WOODLAND FLORA AND FAUNA GROUP
The housing outlook for owls and bats in the Hurstpierpoint area is altogether more buoyant!  Recipients of 

this group’s 2009 News Sheet must be vastly impressed by the range and intensity of their activities.  The 

immediate interest is focussed on the success of the owl box scheme, now 2 years old. Being gluttons for 

punishment, or more accurately deeply dedicated to the well being of the desirable local fauna, they have 

added a considerable number of bat boxes to the des.res. accommodation available at a suitable level in the

local countryside.  More that 50 woodcrete bat boxes have been obtained and are in the process of being 

installed;  landowner consent has been sought in some cases in suitable woodland with good flight access, 

while others have been provided as a result of requests from local individuals.  Bats also ‘are very sensitive 

to temperature and humidity and can change roosts many times during a year in order to meet their 

requirements in varying weather conditions’.  (Not 1 roost for all seasons.  Ed!)

The Group’s AGM on 25 August was therefore a progress report on these activities, and on the biodiversity 

survey; a marvellous prelude to the fascinating and knowledgeable talk on British Bats by Jenny Clark, 

which followed as the main attraction of the evening, and was avidly absorbed by over 130 people.

The Parish Biodiversity study is progressing steadily.  Begun in 2004 partly to help provide a shield of 

knowledge on the antiquity and merits of the countryside surrounding the village against indiscriminate

house building, it is estimated that 85% of the area has now been recorded.  It is not a simple case of 

walking out into the countryside and noting down the salient features.  As with the owl and bat boxes, 

permission has to be obtained from the landowner, charts and drawing prepared in advance, filled in by the 

team leader from their joint observations and the returns subsequently collated.  Michael Nailard and his 

teams deserve all our congratulations for their perseverance.

The tally of nesting owls and their fledglings was taken too late for a total of successes, though 4 young 

were found in 1 box, 3 males and 1 female, and later ringed.  Care has to be taken when inspecting the 

boxes as, being nocturnal, the occupant may be found in residence:  use is not restricted only to the nesting 

period!  Two more tawny owl boxes have been erected this year and a further 3 are being considered.

PLANNING:  HOMEBASE
A long hard battle was fought against the planning application for a Homebase store on the Olympos Leisure 

site (The Triangle) at Jane Murray Way, Burgess Hill.  There were many objections to this proposal including

strong opposition from our local Parish Councils on the grounds that Homebase would be trading against the 

smaller and locally based businesses not only in Burgess Hill but also in our local area.  This would 

potentially damage the vitality and viability of these rural centres particularly in times of economic

pessimism.

The proposal was unanimously refused at the Planning Committee meeting on 30 July 2009 on the following 

grounds:

1.
The proposed layout, by reason of its size and bulk, has a poor relationship with its immediate context and would be harmful to the character and appearance of the street scene and surrounding public realm.

2.
No completed section 106 obligation had been submitted relating to financial contributions to infrastructure requirements to service the development and replacement leisure provision.

3.
The proposal was contrary to the Local Plan which requires a leisure or leisure related development on the site.

4.
The proposal was an over development which would have a significant impact on the character and appearance of the site.

5.
There was the potential to harm the well-being of users of the site and adjacent land.

For once, common sense won!

DANNY

An Article 4 direction has been issued by MSDC in respect of Danny Parkland applying to the erection of 

fencing and other means of enclosure.  There is a 6 month consultation period running from 23 June to 23

December and after this time it could become permanent.  Further information can be found on the website

for MSDC under Environment and Planning.

Jackie Milton reports that the playground at the Persimmon Development – The Grange – has been finished 

and is being actively enjoyed by the children on the estate.  The Albourne Road realignment has still not

been completed.

THE BEACHDOWN FESTIVAL

Four days of music and entertainment, to have been held near Devil’s Dyke on the South Downs and a source of great concern last year, was cancelled before the August Bank Holiday.  Slow ticket sales, the economic climate, and a ‘lack of support at a critical time from their bank’ were blamed.

VILLAGE MATTERS; ST LAWRENCE FAIR

The Society’s Competition at the Fair was a considerable source of frustration.  Locating what seemed almost identical post-boxes at the right point on the Society’s footpath map proved very perplexing – the older distinctive models presented much less trouble.  Wendy Rogers was the well-deserving winner.

HURST FESTIVAL; PHOTOGRAPHS EXHIBITION

Maxine Tyler and our recently co-opted committee member Tim Jones (a mine of varied experience, ideas and ingenuity) are responsible for mounting the Society’s element of this exhibition, being shown during the first week of the Festival (11-18 Sept.) in Holy Trinity Church.  Our contribution is of photos showing Then and Now comparisons, a fairly modest display.  Tim has the responsibility for mounting this and other displays from the Museum Group and the Historical Society.  Selections from the archives collected by Ray Packham and Eugene Olszewski will be shown and 2 young photographers, Merry Michau and Stephen Mortimer will bring us up to date with current views of the village.  Elderly copies of the Parish Magazine will give a verbal insight into past times.

CONSERVATION AWARDS

The subjects of the Society’s first conservation awards were on view at the AGM and at the St Lawrence Fair.  The Society would be interested to hear of further possible subjects for awards where fine craftsmanship, design or building skills enhance the area.  Ring or contact Mrs Lyn Williams, our Chairman, as above.

HURSTPIERPOINT TENANTS & RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

The Association is continuing its relationship with the Community Partnership and is fully involved with the Willow Tree Hub, which we now believe is moving forward quite quickly, with the planning permission in to MSDC, and preparations are being made to build either late this year or early next year.  They are hoping to be open and running by April 2010.  An Open Forum was held on 5 September at the entrance to Willow Gardens so that people could see a model of the proposed centre, and the layout, give their views on the building, and find out about the new jobs that will be created. Otherwise things have been quite quiet over the summer months, but  there are 2 activities coming up in the near future.

The Association raised funds to help the tenants who were affected by the second fire in Willow Gardens.  The bulk of the money came from the charity shop in the village but the Methodist Church also helped with money and goods.  Thanks are due to all those who donated either money or goods to help these people, who have been rehoused into temporary homes until their flats are rebuilt.

There was a stall at the St Lawrence Fair, which was very successful and thanks are due to all the traders in the village who donated prizes for the raffle and to the public for their support.  A trip has been organised to Eastbourne for the more senior members of the association, and 15 people are going on 10 September.  On the 28 October a disco has been organised for youngsters 5 – 10 years old, and this is to be held in the club suite of the village centre from 6 – 8 p.m. 

PARISH OFFICE; INFORMATION ON GROUPS/SOCIETIES PROGRAMMES ETC.

Jo Kearns, deputy Parish Clerk, wishes to remind all groups and societies to give the Parish Office a copy of their next season’s/year’s programmes. This is for general information and could conceivably avert major date clashes.

She is also pleased to report that both toilets are back in commission after extensive renovation.  The Trinity/Cuckfield Road one is now upgraded to provide full facilities for the disabled; the one on the recreation ground is classed as for the ambulant (with less than the full conditions required for the disabled.)

Jo is also at pains to give an explanation for the problems arising in August over the dog bins.  The previous contractor responsible for servicing these had given only one month’s notice of terminating his contract, placing the Parish Council in a difficult position.  Few companies are licensed to execute this task.  A new contract is now in place; some larger bins will be supplied in due course where there is obvious need;  meanwhile these sites will be serviced twice weekly.  A period of hot weather at the time did not help.
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