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CORE STRATEGY PRE-SUBMISSION DOCUMENT JANUARY 2008

A Public Meeting to discuss this Core Strategy Pre-Submission Document is to be held in:

THE MAIN HALL OF THE VILLAGE CENTRE

Tuesday 4 March at 7.30 p.m.
We have been here before – in 2002/3 to be exact!  Whether it is called North Hurstpierpoint or West Burgess Hill the prospect of at least 1500 houses being dumped on the flood plain to the west of Jane Murray Way requires the strongest possible resistance.  Over 5,000 letters rained down upon the offices of the W.S.C.C. last time.  This time, after a public meeting in the village fully to explain the circumstances, a similar barrage will be needed to leave the planning authorities of MSDC in no possible doubt as to our total rejection of either of the proposed alternatives contained in the Core Strategy Pre-Submission Document, January 2008.

The four aims for sustainable development in the 1999 Strategy (quoted in para.4 Planning Policy Statement 1) were:

Social progress, which recognizes the needs of everyone

Effective protection of the environment

The prudent use of natural resources

The maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment

Planning (para.5 S.S.I) should facilitate sustainable economic development and protect and enhance the natural and historic environment, the quality and character of the countryside and existing communities.
The Planning Policy Statement: Planning and Climate change, supplement to PPS1, takes precedence over it.  ‘Tackling climate change is a key Government priority for the planning system (page 1).  ‘Addressing climate change is therefore Government’s principal concern for sustainable development (para.3, page 8).  The Key Planning Objectives (para.9, page 10) require planning authorities to:


Secure energy efficiency and reduce emissions

Secure the fullest possible use of sustainable transport for moving freight, public transport,        cycling and walking, reduce need to travel especially by car
Secure new development and shape places that minimize vulnerability and provide resilience to climate change

Conserve and enhance biodiversity

Reflect the development needs and interests of communities and enable them to contribute effectively to climate change.

‘In selecting land for development planning authorities should take into account the capacity of existing and potential infrastructure (including water supply, sewage and sewerage, waste management and community infrastructure such as schools and hospitals) to service the site or area so as to cut CO2 emissions and adapt to likely changes in the local climate’.  Para.24, p.15, and Paras. 26 & 27, p.16, emphasize the desirability of decentralized energy.  The two options which would catastrophically affect Hurstpierpoint are a North/South slab (marked x on the Core Strategy Map) to the west of Jane Murray Way intended to accommodate 1,500 homes, or a much smaller kernel of land built on West End and Gatehouse Farm land (marked cc) which, united with an East/West tract north of Sussex Way (y), taking in the Burgess Hill Golf Course, is again to absorb 1,500 homes.  Both (x) and (cc) are entirely contained within Hurstpierpoint Parish Boundary.  The total number of homes to be provided by MSDC is fixed; 15,000 by 2026, about 750 each year, with approximately 3,000 allocated to Burgess Hill, but we should surely avert the total foolhardiness of returning to this location after it was comprehensively demolished by the Inspector in 2003.

Both these proposals lack any possibility of sustainability.  Industry at Burgess Hill cannot possibly expand to employ such large numbers so the areas would be dormitory towns for the Crawley Diamond, London and Brighton.  Situated on the west side away from the railway (which is currently heavily oversubscribed with little prospect of appreciable expansion), people living in any of these areas would be forced to use the roads and their cars to travel to work – against all the strictures listed above.  Fatal accidents have already occurred on the A2300 and the A/M23 with no finance in the foreseeable future to eliminate black spots – or even to resurface until 2012.  This road is already 20% over its intended volume.  

There is no finance for infrastructure, for education or community buildings being provided by the government, and these charges will have to be levied on the developers.  No way would either of these proposals ‘reflect the development needs and interests of Hurstpierpoint.’  Our school is already fully subscribed, with some pupils needing to seek primary teaching out of the village.

But it is the presence of considerable streams in or alongside both these areas, and the looming flavour of the Goddards Green Sewage Treatment Works (STW) off Cuckfield Road which must bring closure to these proposals.  Despite recent alterations to local pumping stations the Environment Agency reports (fact sheet Oct.2007) that they have had a ‘negative impact’ on the Pook Bourne and Herring Streams; that an ‘ecological impact’ has been identified in the watercourse feeding the River Adur.  Such coded language indicates that the STW are failing to cope adequately now and infrastructure improvements will wait until 2010-2015.  (Pupils at St Paul’s School at the Triangle are only too conscious of these inadequacies, and it is not likely to be a favourable selling point for a future housing estate!)  To build homes in these areas only for them to be subjected to a version of the catastrophic flooding experiences we have seen elsewhere last July and in January, where drainage could not cope, or streams have overflowed, would be an action of crass irresponsibility.

Our three Mid Sussex District Councillors are adamant in their objections, as is also our Parish Council.  The Chairman, John Loman, underlined the conclusion of the previous Examination in Public, published in March 2003, that the proposals are completely unsustainable.
A response form can be filled in electronically:    www.midsussex.gov.uk/ldfconsultation

A paper response form will be available in the Library, or else send your own objections to:

  


Planning Policy




Mid Sussex District Council




Oaklands




Oaklands Road




Haywards Heath, West Sussex.

All responses to be received by 20 March 2008.

(My thanks are due to Christopher Maidment and Wendy Rogers for the necessary documents for this article. Ed.)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM of the Society will be held on Tuesday 22 April at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Centre Club Suite.  Following the brief business agenda, David Sawyer will give an illustrated talk on the South Downs Society.

Mr Mike Hudson withdrew from the committee during the year – life as an estate agent was presented with all sorts of hurdles – but he made a very generous offer in relation to printing some of the Society’s projects.  We were delighted to welcome Mrs Jo Kaddish on to the committee – her 15 years, including as chairman, on the Parish Council provide a wealth of experience.  We are also pleased to have Mr Roy Dagger join us.  As a Parish Councillor who lives in the north end of the village his are the opinions we need to hear to give us a more rounded view of local affairs.

We would be very glad to hear from new enthusiasts and/or long- established residents who wish to support the village community and conserve its identity by joining the committee.  If you wish to volunteer or have a name to put forward, please send it, after first gaining the person’s consent, to Andrew Hair, 5 St George’s Place, Hurstpierpoint, or to andrew@hurstpierpoint.freeserve.co.uk.by Saturday 5 April. 

THE COMMUNITY RESPONDERS CALENDAR

Over the years the Society, and especially Andrew Hair, have built an archive of stunning photos of the village.  Not to be outdone by other groups, it has been agreed to use a selection of these for a calendar that would both raise money for a charity and help to raise awareness of the Society and its activities.  Jackie Milton has been indefatigable in weighing up options and prices and we plan to have it available from the St Lawrence Fair onward.  The charity chosen is the Community Responders, a group of volunteers trained to deal with medical emergencies and which operates within the BN6 postal area.  The group was set up in September 2006 and provides a vital link in the chain of survival, bridging the gap between the time of an emergency call and the arrival of the ambulance.  They are trained by the South East Coast Ambulance Service in basic life support, the use of Automated External Defibrillators (AED’s) and the treatment and control of a wide range of potentially life threatening conditions.  Although part of the Ambulance Service, they are a self funding group and would not be as fully equipped as they are if it were not for the generous donations received from various local organizations, groups and individuals.

THE PRINCESS ROYAL HOSPITAL AND THE HEALTH CENTRE

The outlook for the PRH is moderately optimistic; the A & E department has been retained with some operating capacity to be returned to the hospital, though it is unclear to what level of expertise.  Similarly it is hoped to retain full maternity services with consultant care.  The protests have made a difference, the outrage felt in the area had been palpable and the RSCH Chief Officer Duncan Selbie has been at some pains to reassure staff that the PRH had a ‘bright future’.

Practice Manager Mrs Marjorie Spires reported on an exceptionally good move last October into the newly built Health Centre followed by a Grand Opening.  There was space downstairs yet to be allocated but until the Primary Health Care Trust released it deliberations and funds on the Fit for the Future consultation the practice was loathe to set up any procedure that could reduce operating efficiency at the P.R.H.

PLANNING

107-109 Cuckfield Road
About a hundred residents attended the Parish Council Planning Meeting on 24 January to consider the revised application, though Antler Homes also had appealed against the original refusal of permission.  Some concessions had been made in the housing layout but the major problems of flooding and sewage, accentuated by the recent downpours, were to be solved by felling mature screening trees and sinking overflow tanks, according to Antler Homes.  Parking and access were equally questionable and the Parish Council members were unanimous in rejecting the application.

Sussex House, Cuckfield Road

An application has been made to convert Sussex House, Cuckfield Road, into 5 flats and a maisonette.

No provision has been made for parking and the Parish Council has recommended refusal. 

West Orchard Way, Albourne Road Roundabout
‘Roundabout madness – The entrance to the new Persimmon housing development in Albourne Road is a mess, both literally and figuratively.  Literally, because we now have 6 illuminated bollards, 6 lighting poles, two tarmac build outs, myriad white lines and – still to come at the time of writing – a circle of huge all-night lamp posts around a mini roundabout.  It is also a mess figuratively because our local councillors, who were promised consultations over every detail of the new road layout, have been left completely in the dark.’  So writes Jackie Milton, whose grandstand position has allowed her an uninterrupted view of how not to proceed with laying out the access to a housing development.  Fortunately photos showing the restrictive idiocy of the build-outs – rubbish truck denied entry and egress from Ladymead, likewise caravan owner from his own property – plus a heavyweight meeting between local councillors and WSCC at Chichester may have secured a return to sanity.  The roundabout and its priorities may now go, the T-junction be reinstated, in parallel with the Orchard Way exit.  There is an apparent source of the swan-neck lighting standards that will comply with normal  village timing (a T junction has no requirement for 24 hour lighting).  The sewage is still unsatisfactory.

VILLAGE MATTERS: Peacocks
A final solution is still elusive; some birds were moved to Washbrooks Farm but at least one escaped after another was killed by a fox.  The nesting season is fast approaching but until a sanctuary is found ‘closure’ is not possible.

Community Partnership

Parking: Although all the Health Centre buildings have vacated the Brown Twins Car Park cars continue to cluster along Trinity Road, restricting passage to one way in several sections.  A change to 3-hour stays in the short stay car park may find favour with the traders but may restrict shoppers’ visits.  A meeting has been held of representatives from village groups to establish common ground and aims – if any – but otherwise in view of the inexorable increase in traffic it is proposed to undertake an overarching, independent, professional revue to gauge requirements over the next 20 years.  When this is established major funds will be needed to finance extra parking, pavement safety, etc, but some smaller elements may be undertaken as part of the overall scheme.

Enterprise Project: a template for the centre planned for the north end of the village has been set up in Denham Road, Burgess Hill.  Here the residents can source advice on a wide range of life subjects, employment, finance, diet, healthy living, even gardening and also have a meeting space.  They are also discovering the restrictions of converting a conventional house.  The ambition in Hurst is therefore to have a purpose-built structure but this will require funding and planning for a site and construction.  It is hoped that those for whom it is intended will eventually be prepared to assume responsibility for it.  The Parish Council will be kept informed.

Adventurcus:  This operation, which last year provided an exciting range of sports and activities at Hurstpierpoint College for all village children is being repeated and has this year doubled its outreach. £14,000 has already been obtained in sponsorship from Sport Relief, the WSCC and a Sussex Community Foundation Grant.  The first week, August 12-16, will take place at East Grinstead, providing windsurfing, sailing and kayaking on the lake, and also rock climbing.  The second week, August 20-26, will be based on Hurst College, with football, swimming, canoeing, climbing, hockey and basketball available as well as events for parents and younger children.  Concordia, a student exchange grouping, will also be involved with 20 English-speaking students from abroad assisting as supervisors.  They will add considerably to the logistics, having to be housed, fed and moved between sites, and Roy Dagger has this responsibility. Norman Cheesmuir and his partners deserve every success for their labours.

Hurstpierpoint Youth Club:  After a lean period, the advent of the Purple Bus has wrought a transformation.  The club meets in the Club Suite at the Village Centre from September until after Easter, but up to Christmas only a few were taking advantage.  Providing transport from South Avenue and Willow Way and the invitation to bring a friend has dramatically boosted the numbers.  The bus itself offers alternate space and functions (toasted sandwiches among others!) whilst pool, table tennis and simple cookery treats remain in the Clubroom.  The six attractive teenagers featured in the February issue of ‘South Downs Living’ were obviously enjoying their tasting session; perhaps the same was marginally true of staff member Lee Tite’s makeover.  Members also took advantage of money from the Youth Opportunity Fund to plan and enjoy a day trip to London.  This involved first finding out, costing and putting in a formal application for the funds, not an everyday task.  The trip was delayed twice but eventually 11 teenagers, 3 adults and 1 ten-month old set forth.  For some it was a first experience on the underground.  It was also a useful learning curve in the day care needed for a young child.  They returned exhausted and have to file a report on their day’s outing.  Quite a variation on staying glued to a play station.  The 3 staff members would like to welcome all 13-19 year olds to participate in the youth club experience, and a call to 01273 833438 will gain more information.

New Police Community Support Officer and Police Surgeries:  Gary Macgregor has moved on to become a fully-fledged Police Officer (he returned my stolen bicycle in a dramatically short time but future crimes may not be quite so simple! Ed.)  In his place we welcome PCSO Helen Eyre, who may be reached on 0845 60 70 999 Ext.20241.  Police Surgeries will take place in the Village Centre on Saturday 15 March, 10 a.m. – 12 noon, and on Tuesday 8 April, 10.30 – 11.30 a.m.

Tree Warden:  Mr David Brown has assumed the post of Tree Warden for Hurstpierpoint and Hassocks.  He can be contacted through the Parish Office.  Tree Preservation Orders have to be processed through the MSDC, where Mr David Saunders is the Tree Officer.
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