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For many the closing months of 2008, and January and February of this year, may have been a period of fairly unrelieved gloom.  Certainly as the Stock Exchange plummets to lows not seen since the early nineties and the Credit Crunch bites, there has not been overmuch to be cheerful about.  Nor is the mood helped by the succession of exceptional statistics, each worse than the last.  But for those in Hurstpierpoint with any sort of view of, or access to, the surrounding countryside, they would have to have been blind, deaf and unfeeling not to have been aware of the sharp chill and utter beauty of the hoar frosted landscape early in January.  Danny Pond frozen over was witness to the unaccustomed temperatures.  This was merely the precursor to the transformation revealed on the morning of 2nd February.  About 6 inches (alright 15 cm.) of snow blanketed everything; not even the birds were venturing forth.  School was closed, understandably, but, joy of joys, our faithful paperboy appeared promptly at the door, accompanied by a smaller sibling, revelling in freedom and the challenge of this strange environment.  Throughout the day young and older pedestrians tramped along the road on their way to the slopes of Wolstonbury with anything that would speed their path downhill.  What a delight to see them detached from their electronic wizardry and enjoying nature and this strange and fun-making element, totally free from the deadening clasp of ‘Ealth and Safety.  With Wordsworth, but in another context, I celebrate this spectacle and its enjoyment: 



‘Dull would he be of soul who could pass by



A sight so touching in its majesty.’

THE SOCIETY’S A.G.M. Club Suite and Conference Room

VILLAGE CENTRE, 18TH APRIL  

Luncheon 12 noon

A.G.M.  1.30 p.m.
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This year it’s all change.  Sometime last autumn the rumour arose that this spring the Society was likely to be celebrating a very special anniversary of its foundation.  Plans were outlined to mark the occasion.  Deeper research revealed that this was premature.  Still it was thought that the format should be retained and that the many people who supported the Society by expending time delivering newsletters and collecting subscriptions should be suitably recognized by an invitation to lunch.  Also, as the Society has the well being and appearance of the village as prime concerns, the committee has sought to draw attention to, and praise, the various building projects that have paralleled the excellence of previous craftsmanship, or have been of architectural merit in their own right.  Various recommendations have been put forward and we will be delighted to welcome to a buffet lunch some of those involved either in commissioning or executing the projects.  Lunch for those invited is at 12 noon and all members are welcome at the A.G.M. that will follow at 1.30 p.m., including a presentation of certificates for the commended building projects.

We were delighted to welcome Mrs Lyn Williams on to the committee during the year, but we still have vacancies.  The duties are not onerous; there are about 10 meetings to attend during the year, and the qualifying factor is an interest in maintaining all aspects of village life.  If you are interested, or have a name to put forward, please contact Andrew Hair at 5 St George’s Place, Hurstpierpoint, or at andrew@hurstpierpoint,freeserve.co.uk by Saturday 4 April.

THE SOCIETY’S 2009 CHARITY CALENDAR 

Thanks to some brilliant help by many local traders and unstinting efforts by collectors and committee members, calendar sales have gone extremely well.  The Society and the members of H.E.A.R.Tbeat owe a great debt of gratitude to all those who have boosted the sales.  We haven’t quite cleared our stocks, so there are still some available for latecomers.  Ring Patrick Haworth, 842857.  We haven’t reduced the price, but will hand over the remainder in due course to St Lawrence School for use in their village topics.  Over £1000 will be available for the Community First Responders, and a donation by cheque or the equipment of their choice will be made at the A.G.M.

M.S.D.C.: HOUSING – SIZE AND NUMBERS: INFRASTRUCTURE

Size matters, and for some time developers have been working to a 35 square metre minimum area per house for private estates while having to conform to the larger measures required for affordable/social housing.  M.S.D.C. cabinet members have been concerned that this dimension represents a considerable reduction from the Parker Morris standards laid down after the 1914-18 war.  Very small rooms were found to have an adverse physical effect on war veterans, resulting sometimes in mental illness.  Affordable housing in contrast is required to plan for greater areas with larger rooms, with usually more people occupying them.  An ironic consequence of this currently is that affordable housing both in the Grange (formerly West of Orchard Way) and in one estate in the Arun district has been fully built and occupied but the smaller proportioned private housing in the Arun estate is not selling; it cannot, because of its sizes, be used for social housing and is lying empty.  The M.S.D.C. cabinet is considering this discrepancy and in Dwelling Space Standards will require developers to observe the larger dimensions for both private and social housing as from July.  A major effort needs to be made to provide social housing for the 4.5 million people on the waiting lists and larger dimensions will allow interchange between private and social housing to be more congenial for a populace apparently expanding in individual size!

HOUSING NUMBERS in the District Council Area have suffered a major dislocation with the cancellation of the proposed East Grinstead bypass road.  Rising infrastructure costs have caused the interested developers to withdraw their support, and without the road the large housing estates, which would have financed the bypass, have gone too.  Hence major readjustment to housing allocations and siting.  But very little housing is being built now anyway, and the Government imposed target of 750 houses a year in the period 2006-2026 is beyond imagination.  The council’s average building total has been 350-450 per year, which could be stretched to 500.  The Core Strategy Plan which was the subject of great concern this time last year, is to be adopted by the Council on 22 July, and then will be consulted on before coming before an Examination in Public (E.i.P).  Meetings have already been held with the village authorities in Mid-Sussex to agree specified sites for building.  Elements of the Core Strategy are sound and will be retained even if there is a change of Government, but in that case housing totals would be drastically reduced.  The Conservative Party’s policy is to return to local Government power to fix housing numbers.  Meanwhile the M.S.D.C. is carrying out a comprehensive audit of all infrastructure requirements – water, electricity and gas, rail and road travel and their providers – to establish what is needed to bring these services up to date and to plan for the future.

The Haywards Heath relief road is in stasis/going nowhere, owing to the cost of supplying infrastructure.  Both developer and council claimed success in recent legal proceedings, but the longer the delay, the more the costs increase and diminish Crest-Nicholson’s enthusiasm for the project.  Such also could be the fate of the Handcross A23 improvements.  Some objections were raised at the recent exhibition, a public enquiry will have to be held and meanwhile costs rocket on upwards.  The Highways Agency, which is responsible for financing it, is short of funds.  Consequently, for another project, to resurface the A23 in the vicinity of Hurstpierpoint with a low noise material, the search is on for finance from Europe.  Presently costs for such work are estimated at just less than £1 million per mile.

THE PRINCESS ROYAL HOSPITAL

Good news at last after years of struggle, marches and volumes of protest letters on the retention of services at the P.R.H., January saw the announcement (Middy 22.1.09) that ‘Accident and Emergency Centres in Haywards Heath and Brighton are the best in England for meeting the four-hour waiting target, despite record winter pressures.’  But, even more vitally, the front page of the same paper pictures relieved and happy midwives with the caption ‘Maternity services will be retained.’  One could comment on the mockery of ‘Fit for the Future’s’ pre-decided ‘consultations’ and public meetings that wasted finance better spent on providing practical hospital services.  (Middy 6 Nov. 08 The budget of £1 million set aside for this by the Trust was overspent by £448,000).  We can only hope that the Primary Care Trust will let the hospitals involved, here and in Worthing and Chichester, come to their own best practice and working co-operation without the benefit of superfluous bureaucracy.  

PLANNING

Eco-friendly house at Randolph’s Pumping Station

An application deferred from May 2008 for a zero-carbon family house at the above location, near Brighton Road, has been granted.  The Middy of 19 February reports that ‘the innovative grass-roofed home will be partially sunken into the ground with an eye-catching ‘sinuous snake-like design’.  The owners aimed to achieve the top rate, Level 6, of the Code for Sustainable Homes.  The house will be built with ‘A’ rated green materials, re-use and recycle materials, and use locally sourced timber.  To reduce the amount of electricity requirements, natural daylight will be maximised wherever possible, and photovoltaic cells used to convert sunlight into electricity.  ‘The site is within the South Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and within the countryside area of development restraint but planners heard an exception could be made for an ‘exceptional and outstanding’ design.  Controversial plans for a wind turbine have now been dropped in response to concerns over noise pollution and negative impact on the landscape.  Consent was given subject to a soil investigation survey to assess any contamination and satisfactory approvals for water and drainage.’

Listing of St George’s Church

The Society has been greatly relieved to hear that English Heritage has agreed to the listing of this building, now no longer functioning as a church.  Doubt was previously expressed as to its architectural merit, but the large amount of flint work on its exterior deserves preservation and being listed ensures sympathetic and restricted treatment of the general fabric if a sale takes place.

Swan-neck Street Lighting
W.S.Councillor Peter Griffiths has recommended that the adopted planning policy included the condition that all village streetlights should comply with swan-necks etc – including new housing developments.  The policy had worked very well in Cuckfield, and Maxine Tyler would enquire from them about establishing the process.

VILLAGE MATTERS

Policeman’s Lane Kissing Gates
Incandescent might have been a suitable adjective to describe the mood of local villagers when they discovered the replacement of Victorian wrought-iron gates and laboriously built Monday Group stiles by 10 unsightly modern galvanized substitutes!  This was in and near Policeman’s Lane in the S.W. area of the village, and the W.S. Rights of Way and Countryside Officer had been responsible.  His duty was to consult with the appropriate landowner and ensure the replacements were stockproof; the intention was to make the countryside more accessible!  No community involvement was required.  Such was the emotion aroused that an urgent meeting was called just before Christmas on site.  Minds were eventually focussed on how best to rectify a most unfortunate situation.  We are very grateful for the time and energy put in by Mr Tim Jones of Grange Farm to find a more seemly replacement where this is considered essential; in some cases the squeeze stiles may be reinstated.  These and the original kissing gates had been summarily uprooted and left by the path, to be ‘adopted’ by the first interested passer-by.  The W.S.C.C. is prepared to fund £200 towards each replacement; an acceptable alternative has been found (costing £270) plus £40 for Hammerite painting and the Society will probably be called upon to bridge the difference in costs for up to 10 gates.

Fence alongside St George’s Twitten
Concern had been expressed over the erection of a barbed-wire fence alongside and rather too close to the footpath from St George’s to College Lanes; the school children are among those who use this path.  Patrick Haworth had contacted John Perks and Mr Rolph and no action was possible, though the fence had been moved further away.

Photographic Archives: Past and Current
Local Historical and Museum groups and the Society have been delighted and vastly relieved that the large archive of historic village photos and postcards collected by the late Roy Packham is to come into the Parish Council’s ownership.  This is a remarkable resource and efforts will be made in due course to make it doubly secure, preserved and available by scanning the contents.  Legal arrangements still remain to be finally settled.  Meanwhile the Society has been building up its own photographic archive of the village conservation areas in the period 2006-8.  Of the 502 properties involved, 487 have been recorded, the remaining 15 presenting difficulties in gaining access.  This will be invaluable as a future reference point if questions arise concerning alterations and renovations, and committee members, especially Andrew Hair, have spent much time in assembling this record.

Conservation Documents and Legacy Expenditure
The Conservation Areas Appraisal Document has been passed to Ms Alma Howell, of M.S.D.C., who had raised queries over the copyright of the maps being used.  As this would be of limited distribution it was possible to overcome this problem and our acting Vice Chairman Maxine Tyler was equally keen to secure copyright of the material submitted by the Society.  (This document reviews the 3 Village Conservation Areas and suggests possible additions or exclusions.)  The Conservation Booklet was awaiting arrangements for printing.  (This is a booklet designed to give help and guidance to people living in houses in the Conservation areas, how best to retain and enhance architectural features in their houses and to try to carry out repairs in sympathy and in similar materials to those used in the past.)
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The South Avenue Street Sign and the Hannington plaque have both been erected.  Our Treasurer, Patrick Haworth, was to be seen living dangerously on the roof of the estate agent, Clifford Dann, alongside the blue and white South Avenue sign.  The very handsome plaque commemorating the life of Bishop James Hannington has been erected on the portal of St George’s.  The width of the disc required special fittings to be provided by the New Way Lane blacksmith, James Price.

THE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP: The Willow Tree Hub
‘This project is now registered as a charity and is going forward steadily’ reports Mr Norman Cheesmuir.  The total cost for the building is now estimated at £400,00 owing to the massive element of solar-powered heating added on to the adoption of the highest ecological building standards.  The cost for this solar element could be £293,000, but it is hoped that an element of sponsorship from a power company will absorb some of this expense.  The Downlands Housing Association has provided the land on a 25 year nil payment lease; the Sure Start/Every Child Matters Scheme of the W.S.C.C. has promised to provide 10 years revenue for 2 full time and 1 part time staff members.  Payment is also provided for some of the overheads.  In combination the installation of solar panels in the roofs of the nearby Willow Way flats could help to power some local electrical needs. Funding of £107,000 is secure and every effort will be made to secure the rest by the end of this year.  Although building work will not be started until all the finance is assured the Manager for the Hub will be available from 1 June in the Foyer of the Village Centre to advise on all statutory family matters:  housing, debt-counselling, anti-social behaviour, drugs etc.  Also on the road from this date will be the outreach vehicle visiting the villages round Hurstpierpoint, e.g. Sayers Common, Albourne, and Pyecombe, offering similar facilities.

Before this, starting from 1 April, the grass verges in the South end of Willow Way and bordering Cuckfield Road will be tidied up and reinforced with grasscrete.  The Willow Close playground, owned by Downlands, will be enclosed by a substantial wall, hopefully vandal proof and dog resistant, to establish a protected playing area with the required ground surface.  It is proposed to replace the hedge in the same areas by an equally vandal proof wall, with railings, to provide a more attractive space which the local people will be encouraged to claim as their own and become responsible for.  

Some concern was expressed over the standards of repairs and maintenance on the Downlands estate.  The Housing Agency has become very large, with 52,000 units to be responsible for and the contractors for repairs to gas or heating equipment are far from prompt when called out.  In one case an elderly occupant was left without heating for 3 weeks over Christmas.

REPAIRS TO VILLAGE LAVATORIES
The Parish Council is now responsible for the maintenance of these necessary facilities (there was a proposal that they should be closed) and are about to start a programme of improving and in some cases extending them.  (Planning permission has been sought.)

NAPPIES, DISPOSABLE AND OTHERWISE
It may be an ill-wind that blows nobody any good, but it is just possible that some mother, uprooted from her job and with reduced finances, may be encouraged to take up W.S.C.C.’s offer of a FREE Cotton Nappy Pack (tel. O1243 642106) and there are other follow-up grants.  Even a combination of real and disposables might be a solution.  (Real Nappy Helpline 0845 8500606 or www.realnappycampaign.com).  But, either way, one can only rejoice with the director of a company that collects nappies from nurseries in Birmingham who is ‘ecstatic!’  His lorries will be taking thousands of tonnes of used nappies to a recycling plant instead of landfill (from Nappynomics, 20 February, The Times).  At the new Knowaste plant in Tyseley bales of pre-owned nappies will be teased apart and comprehensively repurposed.  Different parts of the nappies will be used to make products as diverse as roof tiles, cycling helmets, biodegradable plant pots, and even methane to be piped into the national gas grid.   Perhaps some solutions are being found for a rather large problem.
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