Spring  2010 Newsletter 
THE SOCIETY’S AGM, SATURDAY 20 MARCH, 2010, AT THE VILLAGE CENTRE

LUNCHEON 1 P.M.  AGM 2 P.M.

Last year’s lunch and AGM were considered so successful that we are repeating the experience this year.  There’s even an added inducement to attend as the date coincides with that of the Horticultural Society’s Spring Show.  Having come to our AGM preceded, for those invited, with again a free finger buffet lunch, members have only a short step along to the main hall and a feast for the eyes – and tea and cakes.

The meeting will feature the launch of the Hurstpierpoint Area Appraisal 2010 after the AGM.  This document, a joint project undertaken by the Hurstpierpoint Society and MSDC, will also feature in a display in the Village Centre foyer from 20 March for 1 week.  The Council representative most involved, Alma Howell, will be present, also those from neighbouring communities considering similar projects.  As last year, the committee will again be marking recent village craftsmanship and design with Conservation Awards.

Prior to this, as an aid to hard-pressed Collectors, the Treasurer has been evaluating alternatives to the yearly subscription.  Direct and Standing Orders were rejected, but a Life Membership option was favoured, at £30 for a couple and £20 for a single membership.  The collection of subscriptions will consequently be delayed until after the AGM.  The meeting will therefore be asked to approve the following change to the Constitution.
MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the Charity shall be open to any person over the age of 18 years interested in furthering the objects and who has paid the Annual Subscription or has paid the Life Membership subscription laid down from time to time by the Executive Committee.

It is with great regret that we record the death on 6 January of Graham Deane, elected to the committee last April.  He had been contributing actively and knowledgeably to planning and allied matters before a bad fall added to his other medical problems.  The committee has written to Mrs Sue Deane and will be represented at his funeral.

We have been impressed with the expertise, enthusiasm and energy shown by Tim Jones who joined the committee last May, but there are still vacancies and we have the power to co-opt.  The duties are not onerous - about 10 committee meetings during the year - and the qualifying factor is an interest in maintaining all aspects of village life.  (Some of our past record and future aims are set out below.)  If you are interested or have a name to put forward, please contact Andrew Hair at 5 St George’s Place (tel. 832366) or at Andrew@hurstpierpoint.freeserve.co.uk by Saturday 6 April.

PROFILE RAISING – A.K.A. TRUMPET BLOWING!
What has the Society been doing all these years?  Obviously not enough trumpet-blowing; failing to get its message over and only preaching to the converted.  In June 08 I had a try at navel-gazing but, it would seem, to little effect.  When questioned at a recent committee meeting a possible recruit had fairly vague ideas on the Society’s activities, so here goes.

The Society seeks to encourage a community spirit in the village, a sense of neighbourliness and helpfulness, and to welcome newcomers, while at the same time attempting to keep at bay the efforts of Whitehall Government to concrete over the South East to provide the powerhouse of the nation.  The village has more than doubled in size over the last 60 years, and with recurring monotony the Government, the County and the District have sought, sometimes sneakily, to change boundaries or load unsuitable areas with vast drifts of housing, usually without proposing finance for necessary infrastructure.  Yes, some more housing (on windfall sites) can be desirable, if their occupants can be persuaded to shop in the village.  But life/choice is too tempting and often cheaper at the supermarkets, hence the constant battle to support the High Street.  (We made a contribution to the Christmas lights).

Village boundaries are regularly threatened – the Society raised funds to buy Ladies Walk in 2002/3 (the stretch of woodland leading from the Millennium Garden) to discourage further housing development in the Little Park Farm area.  The recent Core Strategy has this area and also that behind Hurst Wickham, formerly at risk in 2001, again in its sights.  We lost the battle of the Burgess Hill cemetery being sited in the Strategic Gap alongside Jane Murray Way.  (Strategic Gaps were intended to separate populated areas from becoming one big urban sprawl).  The spirited defence by Sally Booker of the Fairfield Recreation Ground from a threatened housing development resulted in the eventually enlarged number of buildings in The Grange, in Albourne Road.  The Burgess Hill bulge (up to 3,500 houses to be built partially on a flood plain in the north of this Parish) was effectively sunk by the Examination in Public; (assisted by 1300 Society Newsletters, an open air protest meeting and about 6000 letters to WSCC)!  Only for it to re-emerge in part in the latest Core Strategy plan (C.S.P.)  Mid Sussex Councillor Mrs Susanna Kemp reports that this and all other current C.S.P’s have been rejected as being ‘inappropriate in today’s political climate’.  Hurrah for now!

The Society was the 2nd Amenity Group to be founded in Sussex, and dates from 1961.  Much untrumpeted labour has gone into planning inspections and recommendations, footpath improvements, bulb and tree planting, getting Southern areas of the village included in the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (and thence into the National Park), and most lately in helping suitably to replace the wantonly removed Victorian kissing gates.  A substantial sum was donated to the Community Responders as a result of the calendar sales.  Two generous bequests have encouraged the completion of a village photographic archive and a conservation booklet.  These funds also place the Society in a position to support other worthy objectives coming within the scope of our constitution.  Suitably, in view of all the time spent in defending the village entity and its boundaries, our Millennium project was the splendid and useful Footpath Map, drawn up with professional help by Prof. Molly Mahood and ‘proof-walked’ by Society members, and is available for sale from The Mint House and our Treasurer, Patrick Haworth.

We aim to:

a
protect and enhance the appearance of the village

b
protect its parameters within the surrounding countryside

c
preserve the sense of living in a ‘village’

with emphasis on

i
the historic character of the High Street and shop fronts

ii
encouraging owners in Conservation areas to maintain properties in keeping with their surroundings

iii
retaining as much original street furniture as possible, including chimney pots, brick paving, drain covers, lighting

iv
preserving and protecting the ancient woodland and open spaces around the village

v
fighting against the imposition of large housing estates which will change the look and feel of the village

Hopefully this article offers some clarification of our aims and activities.

THE NATIONAL PARK CONFIRMED
‘On 12 November 2009, in Ditchling, Hilary Benn, a one-time student at Sussex University, now Secretary of 

State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, signed the order confirming the designation of the South
Downs National Park.  The order will come into effect on 31 March 2010.  On that day the Hampshire and Sussex Downs AONB’s will cease to exist.  A new South Downs National Park Authority (NPA) is intended to be brought into being on 1 April 2010, and operational by 1 April 2011.  NPA’s statutory duties will be to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area, and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the Park’s special qualities by the public.  National Parks are funded by the Government, not by Council Tax payers.’  (From the Downsman, issue 168, Winter 2010).
M.S.D.C. AND MRS SUSANNA KEMP
The Middy, 29 January 2010, reports that ‘Hurstpierpoint councillor Susanna Kemp has been appointed as the Mid Sussex representative on the new South Downs National Park Authority.  She was elected by a majority of councillors at a meeting of MSDC on Wednesday 20 January.  Cllr Kemp, along with Cllr Chris Hearsey, was heavily involved in the run-up to the designation of the South Downs as a new national park, which was decided finally by Environment Secretary Hilary Benn last autumn.  Her ward of Hurstpierpoint is also partly in the park, which was a requirement for her election.  The park authority is being set up with a membership of 27, comprising 14 nominated local authority councillors, six parish councillors from within the park itself, and seven national members appointed by the secretary of state from an open recruitment process.  Cllr Kemp said planning powers within the park were a very big issue but the government had now indicated that it was of a mind to give powers back to the relevant local authorities.’

Hearty congratulations to Mrs Kemp.  Her extensive Council experience and legal abilities should be very valuable.  She has been a tremendous support to the Society as committee member, Medieval Revels producer (Jan 1999) and District Council affairs advisor, especially to me in this latter respect as Editor of this Newsletter.   Her report that all the Core Strategy Plans had been rejected until the election had clarified the political situation is at least a temporary relief.  Leaders of all the Shire and County Councils and of the Unitary Authorities from Kent to Berkshire have been meeting together voluntarily and finding much common ground in discussing the way ahead.
Much less reassuring locally, the Goddards Green Sewage Treatment Works (STW) is no more able to cope with the increased capacity called for by the 3 recently completed housing estates (The Grange, Mackie Avenue, Hassocks, and Meadow View, Sayers Common) than it was in previous crises.  The necessary connection in Reeds Lane to the STW was promised in 2008 and has not yet been undertaken.  Infrastructure improvements are due in 2010-15; meanwhile overflow, atmospheric and watercourse pollution continues. (See Feb/March Newsletter 2008)

Government figures have been issued that reveal there are currently 16,326 properties in Sussex not being used for any purpose, against which there are 641 households registered with local authorities as being homeless.  Perhaps it might be possible to renovate some of these empty properties and bring them back into use, and so reduce the number of new houses that we are told are required.
PLANNING: Danny
The official response to the Article 4 Direction has been received.  The Senior Planning Officer who had conducted the site inspection did not consider there had been ‘exceptional circumstances and compelling reasons’ for serving the Direction, a decision subsequently underlined by the Secretary of State’s representative on the grounds of ‘insufficient justification for withdrawing the permitted development permissions’.
Willow Tree Hub
The planning application for this proposed family and advice centre to be sited at the corner of Willow Way and Willow Gardens has been refused unanimously by the South Area Planning Committee of the MSDC.  Reasons included ‘concerns over car parking, loss of trees and the impact on neighbouring properties’.  This is a setback, but in no way diminishing the need for such a centre in this area.  MSDC is being approached for next options.

Kiki and Cole, 113 High Street, Replacement of Sliding Doors

The committee had been somewhat precipitate in commenting unfavourably on this site’s temporary doors.  In Mid January a faithful replication was revealed of the original sliding doors, beautifully painted and glazed.  A great transformation after several years of emptiness and neglect.

The Society also wrote to commend the proposed changes at Grapevine Cottage in the High Street.  The former shop fronting the pavement and joined to the cottage still has a door opening on to the street.  This will be replaced by a window and base wall matching the rest of the façade and the false ceiling in this room will be removed to allow light to flood through the upper interesting range of stained glass windows.

VILLAGE MATTERS

AN URGENT APPEAL FOR COLLECTORS
A rather larger than usual number of collectors has resigned so there is an urgent need for replacements.  Vacant street areas include South Avenue, Hassocks Road (High Street to St George’s Lane), St George’s Place, Highfield Drive (even numbers), Halton Shaws and Abberton Field, Wickham Hill (East side) and Hurst College.  The job involves delivering the Newsletter 3 times a year and collecting the subscriptions of usually about 15-20 households.  I would be more than delighted to hear from any member living in or near these areas who feels able to accept this challenge.  My telephone number is 01273 832396.
MY KINGDOM FOR A HORSE!
This is different: I asked Michael Nailard how the bio-diversity survey was progressing and for any news of owls or of putting up bat boxes, the latest aid to local fauna.  Unfortunately he has been out of action due to an accident.  But publicity is urgently needed for another Nailard charity.

Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA) Charity No. 1073736, run totally by volunteers, desperately needs your help.  We are searching for a  14h+ sound, weight-bearing, pony or horse with a tolerant and kind temperament, to help them continue providing riding for disabled children and adults.  Ideally it should be 6 years or more, for loan or purchase by arrangement, after a trial period.  Alternatively, as we ride on Monday and Thursday mornings during term time, perhaps there is someone out there willing to bring their horse or pony on these days.  Helpers are always welcomed.  Please contact our secretary, Pip Sampson (01273 833397, or our chairman, Judy Case, 01273 832284.
Rosemary Nailard’s long-term contribution as a volunteer with Mid Sussex RDA was recently recognized at the region AGM at Sandown Park racecourse.  She was presented with 2 awards for her outstanding service to the group over more than 10 years.  The group meets at the Brendon stud at Pyecombe and celebrated its 40th Anniversary this year.  (Congratulations.  Ed.)
NEW VILLAGE NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR NEEDED
Following the sudden death of the previous co-ordinator, Roger Barltrop, prior to Christmas, a successor is urgently required.  Please contact Mike Cheetham (835210) or Patrick Haworth (842857), who are temporarily holding the fort, if you are interested.  Roger led the Village NHW team very effectively over 10 years and was universally liked and respected.  He had previously had a very distinguished career in the diplomatic service.

ANOTHER CHANGE TO THE PCSO IN THE PARISH
Eve Todhunter and Emma Collett have moved on and Rebecca Standing is our new Police Community Support Officer, and can be contacted through the Police phone number or website.

Lastly, my thanks are due to all those sources that have willingly provided me with the information reproduced in these Newsletters.  Present and former Councillors, the Council and Parish Offices, Parish Councillors, the Society’s former secretaries and present clerk, committee members and other villagers and our long-suffering collectors.  But paramount for my gratitude among the helpers remains Wendy Rogers, who has deciphered my scripts and with her husband as proof-reader, rendered an intelligible and professionally presented hard copy.  I wish those who take on the position every success and repeat the call for a volunteer to fill the post as Editor.  Rosalind Mead.
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