                               HURSTPIERPOINT SOCIETY
                                                                                                                                                                                  Charity No. 263520

              NEWSLETTER

                                        
   SUMMER 2007

As this Newsletter should be delivered in the period when we are on the cusp between 2 Prime Ministers, one in the process of leaving the national and international stage and taking rather a long time about it, the other acknowledged without opposition but not yet able to assume power, it is perhaps a suitable moment to consider subjects of topical concern.  Global warming is constantly highlighted, though it is not universally accepted, but it is surely in our own bill-paying self-interest to reduce our consumption of heat, light and electricity where it is reasonably possible: modern technology and equipment can usually assist here when replacement heating units are needed, and energy-saving light bulbs are becoming compulsory in new lighting installations.  Any effort to reduce our carbon footprint is to be applauded, and if it involves walking or bicycling where this is feasible our health may benefit as well.  The use of public transport is also a way of reducing carbon emissions from our cars.

It would not be beyond our joint abilities to make Hurstpierpoint a plastic bag free area, if we put our minds to it.  It has been done in a Devon village against some resistance at first.  We can at least get into the habit of re-using our own bags or taking some other suitable carrier to the shops and using every opportunity to shop locally.  One would not want to return to the privations and shortages of the post 1939-45 period but our speed in turning up the central or car heating could frequently be countered by wearing additional clothing. (So uncool!)

Then we come to RUBBISH, packaging and recycling.  If there is access to a compost heap or bin (and there have been many reasonable offers for these in the past few years) and if one takes advantage of the recycling collections available in this parish and the Burgess Hill depot, there is very little to put in the black sacks, and certainly nothing to attract flies, foxes or rats.  (Here, our birds polish off the food scraps.)  But if one lives in flats or multiple-occupation buildings or has very young children, there is a major problem, and hopefully occupants there will have made different arrangements. (MSDC is only too willing to try to solve any difficulties.)  BUT all is in process of change.  ‘Councils pay £24 per tonne in landfill tax, rising to £32 next year.  By 2010 town halls will face EU fines of up to £150 per tonne of rubbish that is dumped into landfill sites over a set quota.’ (The Times, Friday 25 May 07.)  ‘UK is 3rd worst in the % of total waste disposed of as landfill’. Ibid. Only Ireland and Greece dump more.  (In 2004 UK dumped over 80%, Denmark less than 10%, so there is room for major improvement.)’

At the AGM of the Parish Council on 22 May our district councillor, Chris Maidment, outlined the proposals for the bi-weekly collection that will operate in the village from 29 October this year.  Every household will be provided with 2 bins of 240-litre capacity, one for all recyclables including glass, one for household waste.  They will have an electronic chip installed, but not for keeping track of stolen bins.  To install a chip as the bin is issued costs £1; if the EU wishes to impose some more sophisticated processes later it would cost at least £4 as presently costed (and prices seldom fail to increase).  These chips will be dormant.  The bins will be supplied from 18 June.  Serco will be responsible for local collections, Viridor is the WSCC agency disposing of the matter collected and to this end is building a state of the art depot to separate the various recycled materials.

There will be teething troubles – the bins may be too big, cannot be moved up steps, nowhere to store them – but the key to eventual success is COMMUNICATION.  Chris was emphatic that the MSDC will make every effort to solve any problems and have already set up a dedicated telephone no: 01444 477440.  People can also write to Cleansing Services, MSDC, at Oaklands, Haywards Heath, RH16 1SS; they can email wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk, or read all about it on www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling.

As the Times leader (25 May) stated ‘Goodwill is the greatest ally of recycling’, as opposed to fining or taxing the non-cooperative.  Questions will need to be answered ‘about who will pay for the 124 pages of initiatives published yesterday.  Huge benefits, meanwhile, will come if the profit motive is yoked to the cause of recycling.  At present a tiny £1 billion (equivalent to about 0.1% of national income) of rubbish is recycled per year.  If volumes rise, so will the economies of scale, and recycling will become more profitable and more self-sustaining. …. There is no place yet for fining and taxing the individuals yet to appreciate the benefits of an afterlife for their rubbish.’

THE AGM TUESDAY 17 APRIL
There is no doubt that those who did not come to the AGM missed a memorable experience.  Andrew Hair’s ‘Bird’s Eye View of Hurstpierpoint’, previewed by the committee and guests at a Christmas gathering, gave a blissfully attractive view of the village and its surrounding countryside, made more magical by the golden evening light.  Some members had been specifically drawn by this prospect and they were not disappointed. Others, who had not marked the date, would regret it.  All may not be lost as there is some thought of producing a calendar from these scenes and there is certainly a wealth of choice available.  Andrew was thanked by Verity Calder.

Before this the chairman, Mrs Maxine Tyler, had thanked all the members, collectors and committee for their efforts on the Society’s behalf.  We were especially grateful to Mrs Susanna Kemp for her help throughout the year in tasks as various as making cakes, mounting an exhibition in the Library recording the Society’s activities and campaigns, and being available to consult on planning and MSDC affairs, despite the pressures of a very busy local councillor’s life.  She has resigned from the committee as she has been appointed MSDC Cabinet Member for Planning and Environment, but is still available to advise us if needed.  The chairman’s very exhaustive survey of activities completed or in progress certainly belied her assertion of being past her sell by date.  There had been leaflet coverage of Kemps and Orchard Way warning of building proposals; trees were to be planted on South Avenue Recreation Ground; the route of the Roman road through part of the village to be signposted; the red Post Boxes to be listed to avoid casual decay or destruction (we have let slip the red phone boxes); signs and signposts had been restored; the conservation booklet was in its final stages and the Society’s website was up and running – www.hurstpierpointsociety.org.uk.  And there was more!  The very generous legacy donations had spurred on some of these projects.

The election of Officers and Committee was as follows:

Patron – Mrs Judy Parfitt

President – Lady Barnes

Vice Presidents – Mr Geoffrey Bowles & Mrs Wendy Rogers

Chairman – Mrs Maxine Tyler

Hon Treasurer – Mr Patrick Haworth

Hon Examiner of Accounts – Mr Barry Budibent

Clerk – Mr Andrew Hair (employed by the Society and neither a member of the Executive





nor subject to election)

Committee -


Mrs Jackie Milton

Mrs Shelagh Wadman





Mrs Verity Calder

Mr Gordon Edridge





Mrs Rosalind Mead

Mr Mike Hudson





Mr Michael Nailard
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Jo Kaddish, former Parish Council Chairman, on to the committee.  She has agreed to be co-opted since the AGM.

FEDERATION OF SUSSEX AMENITY SOCIETIES AGM 14 MAY 2007

5 Hurst Society members attended this meeting, 3 in their roles as Treasurer, Accounts’ Examiner and clerk to the Federation.  Like its constituent societies the Federation is finding it very difficult to attract representatives willing to take responsibility.  Set up in 1966 by Lord Shawcross it provides umbrella support and advice for its member societies, but the current dearth of volunteers from the just retired or the still hectically employed makes for difficulties.  The President, Lord Renton of Mount Harry, had some parallel doubts about the progress of the South Downs National Park (especially its eventual competence to deal with 4000 planning applications annually over a stretch of 100 miles), the role of Natural England, as recently constituted, and the views of the current Minister for the Environment who may or may not be permanent.  2 further Societies outlined their activities; first the Hastings Trust who have an extensive range of successful achievements for the deprived elements of the town, having organized substantial assets and funding:  secondly the East Grinstead Post Referendum Campaign, who are likely to be the unwilling recipients of some of the extensive housing quotas thrust on them by the MSDC with little justification of sustainability as the house occupants will find their employment at Gatwick/Crawley.

PLANNING

Work at long last has started on the West Orchard Way site and every effort is being made to find a suitable
 street name that will anchor it to past village history.  The Grange, favoured by David Evans, is the former name of Ladymead Nursing Home; Broomfields is found on a document of 1736, but the Borrer family owned the land from Pakyns Manor north as far as Blackstone Lane (c2½ miles) where their quarry provided stone for rebuilding Holy Trinity Church (1843-5).  ‘It would be entirely in keeping with village ownership and records to commemorate the BORRER connection’ says village historian Ian Nelson.  Street names elsewhere record Marchant and Hannington family connections.  We are concerned that the plans show a seemingly unnecessary excess of street furniture – e.g. of bollards delineating the roundabouts – that is not in keeping with other parts of the village.

A Planning Application for 12 dwellings on land fronted by 103-109 Cuckfield Road has been lodged by Antler plc.  The present buildings have very long gardens, and by demolishing one, access to a substantial ‘brownfield’ site, in line with Government infill policy, would be obtained.  A substantial house is planned for 113, but major change in this area has to be very carefully managed to meet the interests of established residents.

The chairman had written objecting strongly to Glyndebourne’s application to install a 70m, high (including 26m blades) on Mill Plain on the Downs above Ringmer.  This is in the AONB and the proposed National Park, and although a source of renewable energy its output would not synchronize with the seasonal demand of the Opera House, and would be an ‘incongruous and dominant skyline feature’. (The Downsman Issue 157 Spring 2007).

VILLAGE MATTERS

Boy Scout Centenary

Heartiest congratulations to the Boy Scout Movement on reaching their centenary – and to all the village members who have been a force for good and selfless service and spirited endeavour over not quite as many years.  May their Jamboree in Essex in August be blessed with favourable weather!

Hurst Festival 14-30 September 2007

Help and helpers urgently needed.  Behind the bar, on the door, in a myriad of capacities.  The Festival theme embraces Community, while the Flower Festival to be held in the Parish Church during the first week (14-21 September) has the focus of Poetry and Literature.  There will be something for everybody; music ranging through classical, jazz, folk to youth bands, a watercolour painting challenge; the comedian Mervyn Stutler is booked and it ends on a crescendo with a performance of the (local) Last Night of the Proms.  Those willing to offer help should contact the Parish Office or go to the website, www.hurstfestival.org, then go to section ‘forum’ to send a message and their name.

Community Partnership

Waiting for the audience at the Parish Council AGM, along with the customary annual surveys and papers, was an attractive illustrated booklet ‘Looking to the Future’.  Written by Michel Olszewski, produced by Derek Bostridge and Hurst College, this is an introduction and digest of the subjects covered in the 2006 questionnaire.  These are in areas for which the Parish Council has no statutory obligation and therefore no covering funds.  ‘The Local Action Team is looking into many of the issues raised, and it will be necessary for the Community Partnership to work closely with this team, other interested groups and relevant Authorities’.  Positive action and funding are being secured to provide 10 days sports training at Hurst College for the youth at the north end of the village (Willow Way/Gardens, Kemps, Blackthorns etc) in the August holidays, a marvelous opportunity to sample facilities and skills training.  Also the footpath through the Millennium Garden has degraded seriously and this will be resurfaced. The Police advised that June will see the establishment of a speed watch and this will be another opportunity for volunteers, also to be involved in a traffic census.  There is an £80,000 fund available ‘if we can come up with the right scheme’, but whether this is as elusive as some of the EU funds that the local Twinning Association has tried to tap remains to be seen!  Quotes are from Michel and ‘Looking to the Future’.

Biodiversity Study

Michael Nailard reported at the Parish Council AGM that 60% of the area survey to the north of the village had now been completed but he appealed for more surveyors to finish the job more speedily.  There was also a need for more electronic help in recording their results.  Although the immediate pressure of building west of Burgess Hill has been repelled, presumably at least until 2015, the developers with options on this land are unlikely to relinquish them.  They will probably return to the assault with planning applications as the period ends, possibly piecemeal to allay suspicions on their overall intent.  Hence the survey is yet another weapon to use to protect the village envelope.

New Health Centre

Another star in the Parish AGM cast was Dr Cook, now the senior G.P. in the local practice.  He gave a progress report on the new building – on time and due to be finished in mid August – and its potential.  First the village is supremely fortunate that the building was commissioned when it was and under the Mid Sussex Primary Care Trust.  That Trust has now been merged in a much larger West Sussex PCT and there would be no question of any funding being available.  The main agenda now is cost-saving, driving down the number of consultant/hospital referrals, hence the development of G.P.’s with special interests, e.g. in dermatology, gynaecology or perhaps child protection.  Fundholding for the local practice ended about 7 years ago, but by banding together local groupings can exercise some control over the services they would like to commission.  There will be no space or provision in the new building for NHS dentistry, but they did propose to undertake minor surgery – lumps, bumps and bits and pieces, including hernia repairs.  This did not include emergency surgery; coping with accidents and resulting injury was exclusively for hospitals.  They did hope to resume the training of medical students, previously undertaken in the Health Centre but curtailed of necessity when there was no longer any space for this to be accommodated.  Local GP’s would themselves have to take instruction to become trainers.

The walls are up in the new building, the roof on, many windows in place and they are about to choose paint colours.  There are three reasons for its greatly enhanced size.  Current regulations require bigger consulting rooms (14 square metres); many more services would be provided with more doctors, more nurses and more space for patients; and to allow planning for the future, to cater for adaptability in the course of the next 10-30 years.

Post of Membership Secretary

Finally I am delighted to report that, after exactly 17 years in the job, my duties as Membership Secretary are to be taken over by Mrs Verity Calder.  We are extremely grateful to Mrs Carolyn Davies who has corrected the collectors’ lists each year and prepared a master copy for me, and is now willing to hand over the electronic wizardry involved, and assist Verity in setting it up.  David and Gill Johnson, at The Mint House, are prepared to receive and pass on letters, etc, while Verity is to be found very centrally at 5 Trumpkins, telephone 833463.  Collectors still with subscription money and lists to hand in are asked to use their allocated committee member as a forwarding agent.  The Society is continually grateful for all the time and energy expended by the collectors in their tasks on its behalf.

Falmer Stadium
The following is a reply by Bill Swallow to comments in the last Newsletter regarding quotes from the CPRE about the siting at Falmer of the new Football Stadium.  

‘Hemmed in by two roads, a railway line and condemned 60’s buildings, the site of Brighton’s proposed football stadium is not a pretty place.  It is bang up against a 65,000 vehicles a day dual carriageway, and a busy road separates it from Falmer village, into which no stadium visitors or traffic will ever need to enter.  Almost a third of the site is brownfield and much of the rest scheduled for development.  And yet the CPRE describes the site as ‘a tranquil scene, a jewel in the crown of England’s countryside’.  If that is true, heaven help everywhere else.  In fact the CPRE’s own ‘tranquility rating’ proves it is not true. To its utter nonsense the CPRE has added a dash of social-stereotyping about football supporters, made up a photo caption or two and revealed that one of its representatives apparently thinks that the site is between Falmer and Ditchling Beacon.

In the statement reproduced in the last issue of the Hurst Society Newsletter the CPRE gloatingly refers to the headlines its over-egged opposition has achieved.  But PR at what cost?  Unlike the alternative site the CPRE is, alongside Lewes District Council, effectively promoting, the Falmer proposal will rely on sustainable transport will require no giant new car parks and will not send 1000s of vehicles tracing across a Downland B-road.  With friends like this the Downs do not need enemies.  The CPRE’s disreputable wolf-crying will make the job of every conservationist who ever relied on quiet logic and believable argument that much harder.’   Bill Swallow
HURSTPIERPOINT SECRET GARDENS open Sunday 24 June from 1.00 p.m. until 5.30 p.m.         In aid of St Catherine’s Hospice
You are warmly invited to bring friends and family to view the gardens and Allotments, enjoy delicious teas and buy plants.  Tickets available at any garden on the day, at a cost of £4 each, children free, giving entry to all the venues.  You will be given a map at your first garden, and can start where you like.

142 Western Road,   12 Manor Cottages,   18 Manor Cottages,   15 Orchard Way

Harvesters, Mossy Mile,   Lapwings, 131a High Street,    The Allotments, Albourne Road
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